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SPEEC'H OF MR. CLAY,

OF THE BUNIECY OF ARDLITION FETITIONS,

Wasmsarox Crry, Peb, 7, 1850,
Mn. CLAY., of Kenucky, tose th pre

sent & petivion, and snid ;=<1 have reperved
Mr. Prenident, n petition to the Sennte and

B nusn of Represontarives af the Dnire
Bia 08 whieli T wish 1o presgnt tothe Sen
ate 1 lemigond by sevarnl hoandeed in

habitan
chielly
them | ree
teemed May "‘ e
oetadie name *
.pn,- anl woll k10 wn fo mn,
their rog tat that
of nlavary withm iy,
enntining (o) be passet
tion of Cong 16 by
guided indivrd U"." n
United Siatee,  They sin
not deaire the ade *hih
the Dusirer, even 1
\f!f}' lll\l‘-““'l'l.blﬂ 4]
withoat the gnnsent of
fnteroats wonld b imnd
Iy affected by the meach
westinn enlely betwesn the
iteict and thisir anly gonyt tTinnal leg 1
lature, pirely monicipal, angd 07 10 whies
no exterior tflience or interast SAN justly
inerfare; that of at any foturs® |°¢
people of this Distrct whou (I SCTRA
abnlition of slavery within it
dimhiloes make their wishes knnwn, W by

" theeity of Washington
Aagnine the tnme of Hhe highly va
r of the eity, anul other res

werate aml mis

1 thit they e

sdintely nid direct
that 1t

L

it will bo timefanngh ta tnke dhe mat Lr

fnto eonpdeemtions int thiy divnoe on @ is
oceasion present IIlu'lm-‘-lo*'u o Congees=
beeaysn they nre slave hildora—=many of
them nre it =aome of thom are enisgiens
tionsly opposed 10 wlavery—but thiey nn

penr bogause thay justly respect the tights
of thogs who own (hat desecption ol prop

eriy, snd beeause they enterinin a deep
ennwigtinn thal the gontined agitalion ol
the qitestinn by thosi wha have o oght to
Jnteriere with i1, hne an qurmna " o
on the prace and trangility of the enm

munity, and upon the well being and hap

pines= of thoge who are held w pahjeetion §
they finnlly protest ae well pgainar the
whnpt horiged intervention of wiiel they
enmplnin, ne wgnmst viy logislation on
the puot of Congress in comphianes here

with, But, a8 | wish theaw resproiable
petitionersio bethemselves heard, 1 request
that their petitmn may be rend, {1t was
road aeeording!v. and Mr, Clay procended.]
1 am informed by the commitiee which ro-
quested mo Lo offur thie petition, nnd be:
lieve that it expresses (he almnst anany:
maus eentiments of the people of the Dis

triet of Columbia.

The performnanceof this service affirds
me. enrd Me. Clay, alegitimaie opporiunity
of which, with the permission of the Sen
ate, | mean now to avail mysell Lo way
something not buly on the particular objeel
of the pentinn, but uwpon the great and -
tereming subject with which 1t je nlimate-

neencinied,

" h"u well knawn ta the Senate, najd Mr
Clay that 1 have thought that the most
judicious eotires with sbolitton patitions liss
not bren of late puraned by Congrees. |
have believed that it waold heve been
wigest 10 have received and referred 1hem
without oppositicn, and tn have reporicd
againat their nbject n A calm and dispns-
gionsta and argumeniaiive appesl
grod senve of the whole community. It
har been supposcd. however. by amnjariy
of Congress thal L was moEl expeaian

either not Lo receive pelitions ol &l or, if
iwed. not 1o gt definitively

formally 1ece
upon them. ‘Thiere i no substantinl differ
enga Helween these apposite  opiiins

gines both ook 1o an abeniute rejretin of
Bt there i«
ngreal diffarence o the form of proceeding:
and, Mr, Prendent, snma experiense in Lhe
eontuet of humsn wifuien has renght me 1o
believe that o negleet 1o olaerve extablislesd

the praynr of the peittinere.

formete often attended with moes nieeliey

inu- cnnio‘q-n‘-hcfp than the wiflietion of n
Weanll know that, even
vinlation of the existing Lmy humbhle opition, e wotlil betiee Linyo
ol [eanetilied (e digmity of his stavion sad nf

I {heeonntrgintrenting him witlgontempp

positive u.jurr.
in private life,
vIAgee and oeremonies of @
take plaes withont Kerinne pre

fear sir, that the abalinmnet have arguired (015 )

«| Confederacy,

tw of the Digtriet of Colombia and
Among

mn of which sre porson.
They rxpross
| i uulljncl ol the abohiion
o Dostriet of Colambin
aul Upan the eonsidir-
<l windieating that rights
nthes part of the

ool elavory within
¢ Cangre e Pssrss the

\
qwar of alwhshme .
1he i"‘".“." whnsr

1= 0
prople of the

to the

wimpnee of slavery an the U Siaven Thn
first aea those who from seniunenis of
ph tani hrnphy anid liimanity, are eanscion

pionsly npposed 10 the existence of slavery,
bat whie are no less apposed, at the sames
time, i any distnrhunege of the praen anid
tranguility of the Union, ne the mlrngrment
I of the powers of the Biates eomposing the
In thielass may be eom.
prohended 1hat pesceful and exempiary
wociol ¥ of “Friends,"” one of whoss esinb-
lishel maxhng is, an abhorrencs of war i
ailare Forenn, and tha ealiivation of peages
and gomnd-will amongat mankind,  ‘Phe
nex! elnss eonsial ol apparent abolitionists
—ihat ig, those who, having boen prranndeod
vhar the right of petition has baen violared
by Congrass, ev-operate with the abahition

tts for tha: aole porpuse of asserting and
And fhe thied glnes
nre the real wlira-abolitiopiets, wha are
v resnlved Lo peesevere in the pursnit of thee
ahjoet at all hnwards, and without eegard
1o any consequences, howasver ealumitous
they mny bp.  With them the rights of
proparty are nothing ; the deficianey of the
powera of the Geneenl Qovernment s
wothing: the ncknowledged and ineontes

ahle powars of tie Siates ars npiling § civil
*{ware, a dissolution of the Uplon, and the
varthrow of 8 government in which are
neenvenied the fondeal hopes of thoe eyils

tiod the i< workdy are pothing. A single idon
the
ey Wil nnwie
ll

has 1 ken possession ol thorr minds, and
P ihey paesne i, averlonk ng ail bt

rinTe, Kloas anil regnediess ol all g nap

o nees, Wirth 1hns glnas, the immedinte
ahalition af slaveey i the Disteer of Ca

s, and ot Taeeory of Floeula.
e prolibitinn of the remaval of siaves
Ve State to State and the telisal to
piiil any new S te, omprisng within its
B 1 e instirutien od domestic winvery,
wre bt €0 many mepnd condaging 1o the
wogampi 1=h ment of the g tmnte but preilons
woud nnwheh They avawediy Al boldly aim;
are but e ma iy Bhot! glag s e Tong
anil bloody radid 0 the digtan groalat whieh
they winld fually Arrive, Tha purpose 1
abolitiot nooeersal abalinon, ﬂunl’:vl!b y f
I oean, fareibly if 1 npuef Thewr ohjret #
ni longer enneeulen by the Wimest wedl 3 11
1o avowsd and nrunlnt:‘n"u.'- U-'Prlj.- dedlia
Tt of @ titannal or otha® rghithpl pos.
wr, hiving i totally disting ! €0 ' DINGRITIEW, Ae
whian 1o the cammanities 1n whish the sib

#0 lar as concerns pnlitieal power over that
subject, naif they lived in Afriea or Asin,
thiy nevariheless promalgnie Lo the wirtld
their purpnsa to s 1o manomit forthwith.
snd  withowt enmpensation, and  withoul
moral preparation, thres millinne of negro
s'aves, under junediciions altogether sepa

rated from those voder which they hive, |
have anid that unmedisie abalition of slave

ey oon the Digtrigt of Golutbia snd an the
Torrivnry of Florida, and 1he exclosion of
new Sinter, ware only means townrda (e
atiminment of a mueh mare unpaciant eml,
Unfartunarely.abey nie not the anly means,
Another, and mueh more lnmentably one
(e that which elnse 19 eodeavoring to em-
ploy, of artaying one portion spainst an-
other portion of the Unon.  Wah tha
vinw, in el their lending printe and publ

eatione, the alleged horrora ol slavery are
depicted i the most glowing sand exaggera

ted ealore, 10 excile the unaginations anil
wiimulate the rage of the peop the free
Simtes ngainst the poople 0 wlave stotes,
The slaveholdior 14 ha'd np aod representod
ne the most ateoetoy of  homan bnngs —
Adverrigrments of fugimive elnves and ol |
slywen to b sold are coreluly eollreted anid
ning med foetl, tooinbuse & spirn of detesy .
Ve anid hatred sanst ane entiee and e
largest segtinn of the Union. And hike a
nocorious agitator upoil woother theatee,
they waoull huot dowa and proseribe fic

of that entire segtion,  Allow me, Mr.

<t wanundel feehings of the Muniser
o e Unved Sontesat the Cupn of 81,
Fames, minel 14 exense the potige whieh he

whe provolied tataka of thiat agitator, in

e, e would exclude ug from

s cansidernble apparent foree by blonding | Buropesn speisty—nha who omgeifenn nnly

with the ubjxet which they have i view,

eolloteral and tatally difFarent guesiin
arising nut of sn allegal vi |_ I

right of petition, 1 knew full well, on
take preat pleasure i testilying, that no
thing was remater lram the autention o

in amy cose in which. aecarding 1o it judy

ment, that right could by eonstitutionsily |

exercied, or where the objeet of the pe
titian eonld be safoly or properly graniod

have eeized hold of the laet of (he trent

men! whicli theie petitiong have rocevesd

in Congress, and made injurions impres
giong upon the minde of & large poriion n
e gommunity.

bave been glad to have seen pursoed,

Ani T argire now, Mr. Piesident, 1o ad
wert 1o o of those topies whieh T ihink
might huve been ueefully embodiod o ow
report by & committen of the Sunato, and

which, | sm persuptded, would have chock
ed Vo progrese, 1f it had wot alogethe
arrestod the effts, of abolition.

auspicrs ol 8 gommitien, 1han 1t can ba b
me. Do, anxions an [ always
tribate whatewer 1 o my powear Lo

th

harmony, congntd, and  happiness of this
eat prople. 1 tenl mysell irremniahly (m
lled 1o do whatever o in my power, in
competent as | leel mysell Lo be, Lo dissvade

the public from continuing to mgitate

aubject fraught with the most direful con-

mequencer.
‘l’nu ate threo classes of persons oppos.
ud, or apparently opposed, (o the continued

voaf the

i
the mojurity of the Benate, from wioeh |1
differed, that 1o vialnte the right of penitin

This, 1 think, mght liave
been avinled by the eourse which | should

I am
peneible, sir, that this work would have
been scenmplished with moch greater sbili
1y aidd with mueh happier efoct, undor the

min gnn

wbtnim o contraband sdinissione and is re-
vl eviend  with searnful repoguanés imto it !
IV he be o more desitoun of our Bogiel y
1l than we are of his, he may asaured
that a statagol eleranl non niérenirse will
et between us. You, #ir, thik tho
American M ininter would have best pireged
the dietates of trive duygnity by regarting
thi Ilnt_u‘ngn of the mpmber of the British
Honee of Commoans o9 the malfguant ra-
| wingsof the plinderer of his own gountry,

fand the libeller of 8 foreigon and kindred
Sull, it most be owned that Lhe abolitinnists v

peaplo.

But the menna to whigh [ hava nlready
adverted afe not the only ones which (his
third elwss ol ulien-abolilionigls sre empliy.
{{ing to effer theie wlbinnta wnd,  They
began thewr operations by prolessing tn
employ only persunsive means< in appraling
o the bumanity, sod enlightening the
derstandings of the slnyeholding portion of
the Umwn,  If thern wera some  kindniss
it avewed motive, it most bo ackanw!
#dgad that there was rather a presumpiu
oul iplay also of an assumed superinrity
mteligence and knowledge. For some
time they eontinued 1o make thean appesis
to our daty snd oure intereat ; but impatient
with the slow inflaenes of (heir logie ipon
nur stugid mnde, they regertly ronilvil 1o
change their system of getion,  To the
agoney of thet powera of persnasion, they
wow propime to substitnig 1he powsers of
1 baliol box i and be mugr b blind 10
what in passing bolore us, why dovs not
pareoive that the inevituble tendoney of
theie procecdings 8, of these should be
found inuffieent, to invoke, fonily, the
mora potent powers of the baynnet.

r

v

net on which they would nperate ceaides, [ the simila

n
the pale of ervilized suciety 1he ||:|mt.-||uu|

Mr, Prowident, it e atthisslurming stage
af the proendlngl of the ulira abolitioniste
that 1 would seriously invile every consids

teate o in the eauntry salemnly Lo paoss,
and delibarnrely 1o refloct, rot merely on
our oxisting postaen, bot apon et deeadful
areeiptes down whieh they woutld hinery e,
Tt s beeauss theso ultra-abolibinists bnes
ecanitd o employ thie indtraments of reason
and persunsion, have moade  their e
polivical and have appealed to the ballui
box. 1hat | wen induced, spon Lhis ocens
1o adidresa yon.

Thare have besn threa epocha in the
history of oue gountry st which the spie
of abulition displayed peellf.  The first was
immedintaly sftor the formation of the
perigent Federsl Governmen', \When the
Consbitation wia about going into aperns
Tion, e powerd were anl waell unidersrond
by the community at large, nod romamed
10 be necurately interpretod and definnd.
At that pariod numerona abalition sogieies
ware formed enmprising nol maerely the
Sagiety of Frionds, bat many other ol
men,  Pelitions wors pfq-u-ntml 1 Cin-
grons, praying for the aboliting of slovery,
They were racaived without serinus oppos
sition, refaered, and roported opon by a
eommitter,  The report atated that the
General Government had o power 1o
aholish slavery ma it existarl m the seversl
Siates, and that thess Siates themaelves
liad gxelusiye jurlgdlclmu uaver the suhj
The report was genarally wequieserd in.
and satfnetion amdesngnliny ensund, the
abeiitinn moeietins tEerealar limating thair
exar i opeapnat ba the hingk |1-||m|:|
taoffices ol humanity withio the ecope
of P e iy lnwa,

Thi next pariod when tha nihjopt of sla
wirr . amdl wboahton mendentolly, was brong i
mto netiee and diseussion, wis that on 1he
memuarnhle occasion of the admi=sion of the
Sinto af Mssonrt into the Union, v
strugele was long, steenioas, and fearfu!
Itia ton recent ta mu}w It pecessary lo I
mare than |n--|n:I‘- ndeart tojt, and Lo ey,
thiat o wine Boalty compiard by ong ol those
compramdny clinracteri=tia of onr jos o
Wons, and on whieh' the Conatuurion ieelf
i= the muost .rauui Instance.

The thied wohiat in which we now find
oirsnly Varimusennses, Me Prasidont,
hnee gontriboted 1o produce the axating
| exedement on the subject of whulity )
(10 prineipal ane, perlnps, o example
wf British wmaneipation of the slaves oy the
lag« adjrcent 1o our eountry.  Bueh i
rity in Inws, in languages in inaty
yatiogs, and in enmmon nrign,  between
Grear Britain and the United Sintes, that
no groay megsure of national paliey ean h-
.d";n,..g i Hhe and conntry wilh ot Ffllllll
cing n cong dorable degree of influenes in
ihe othier, onfounding the torully d T
wnl fasea Loget hor of the powera of 1l
Bl Parlinmen? and those of tha Gon
gross of the United Siatos, and the totaily
diffarent wrtnarions of Phe Briish Weat In
don Lslnnida, nne e sls v 2 1 wnvereign
ant indopandent Sintes of thin Conledern
ey, superficin) mpn have 1o ferced Tron) the
wiideerdvd British sxpecimen t. the practica
bility of the abolition of slavery in thicse
Sintes.  The powers of the Bt ish Parin
ment are unlimited, anid are ofien descrili~d
to be omnipoteni. Tun powees 0l the
Amernican Congrese, nn the enntray ¥, 0re
few, eautini<ly hmited, serupulopsly wxeln
tog sl that are nnt granted, and, above
nll, carefolly and nhsolutely excluding all
power over the existenes ar continuanes ol
winvery o the severeal Siates,  The slaves,
taoapon wiich British logidlation oparai el
ware not an the bosam of the Kingdom, bat
in romotg and feeble elonies npving
varer in Pachameat, Toae Woat Ll
slavehnlder wase neither reprosented noe
reprosentntive in that Parlimment,  And
| wlitlat | omoast forwontly wish eomplate sug
Tevsd ta the Bratislh exjir it ol West
| lod emancipation T eonfess 1that 1 L
feneful forebodimgs of o dmnat rons terming
tion of it Whatever it may ba, 1 thiak o

President, to say, thint whilei 1 recoanise oy | ot b adintred that af the Bransh Poe-

Fndin siaves ne
glan treated the West Lodin
slaves, 11, instenld of 1lhnsi
separared by o wide ocean
ny ot ey, three or foue mils
tins of Afnean nogro lavos hind vl
perend aver Engiand, Scotfand ¥Walew. s
Tratand, and their awners had boen men
bera of the British Parlimnent—a cusc
whigh would have preser \
to that of pur own eountry—iloea any one
s behiews that ot wonld have besn expediont
or pragiicable 1o have emanapared thein.
eaving them to remnm with nll theire
eathittered tvelingsin the United Kingdom,
Phanndieas as the powers of the Britiah
Paitiament are!

Other cannes have conspirad with Beitiah
exumple L produge the exetoment from
nbalinon. Wowith profuund regret,
him uul'l‘g noointenlion [ ogeRsien  ieeias
tinn here or elaawhere, that there are per
sona i both paeta el the Uwion wha have
‘sought to ming!n abalition with palities and
| 1o areny one portion of the Union against
the other, Tt w the misfurtune w free
| gountrigs that Ligh party times, & dispo
| witinn ton oftun prevanls 1o weiga hold of
avery thing wlich can strongthon the ooe
side or, wenken the other, Charges of
fustoring abolition degigns have been hoad,
lewsly and unjustly made by one porty
ngn the other.  Prot to the late
'lulv:mm of the present Presdent of 1he
| United Sintes, he wag eharged with being
(b abolitionisis and abalition desigos wers
impated 1o many of his suppaciors,  Mueh
as | was apposed 1o s eleetion, and am
to los adiiiistention, | aepher wliarad in
making nor bolieving the trarh of an
ehprgo  He wnasenceoly inwtallad m offiee
bsfora the sema chargs was diprcied
ngniost Lhose w o oppased hie alectinn,

Me Prestdent, of ge nol teae, and | ope-
Joiee that au s ol teue, that either of thy
fwa groat pariws in hid conntry  has noy
designg or aim at abolition, [ should deep
Iy lamont of it were true. 1 should cons
ader, iF it were troe, (bhat the dapger to
thestability of our system would be infinite.
Jy greater than any which does, | bope,

Sawemen! treated e West
frvvmen, it
fevpmvn a8
slaves being
| Froom the na

L

netoally oxist,  Wiilat peiithee poarly can
e Lotk josrly neeveed of nny abolition
tondeney ur purpase, botls have pradiied,
and both ive boan indarad, in partealae
Inealities, by the ngcession or aheraction
afabaliion suppart.  1¥ the scgonnt were
farely stnted, | helievs the party 1o whioh
L am opposad haw profited much more, s
hean injored dinal less than (hat 1o whieh
I hetong. Bt [ am far, for that renasni,
fram bong dwposed 1o neouse our adver.
anries of baing nhalitionists,

Anly nuw, Me. Prosident, allow me to
eans<idur the several erses in which the
aathorry of Congross be invoked by these
wholityan potitinnars spon the subjeet of
domentic slavery,  The firet relatea to W
naatexists i the Diareiet of Coliimbin,—
The fullowing i« the pravision of the eon-
stitntin of tig United Siaten in refereace
Lo thiat matiers

T exereie axelnsive legis'atinn in all
en<on Whilsinver avar ool [Dictppnr

(nnt

coptance of Congroes. hoemi
Govarnmeat of 1 he i) Sonras,”

Tuis proviinn peecodod, 1 point of 1ime,
tlie actusi cesmng which wars made by
thesiates ol Marelaod and Vieging,  The
nhijeal aof Hhn gosinm was L ouwhlinh a seat
o Gueernment of the United Statess and the
grant e gondatuion of exelugve lagria.
intaon must he oulerstoond, and shanld b
Miwaye interptetel, ne having relation Lo
tha objret of the teasion. Tt was winh o
full ko wladge of lus canse 1 the consti-
i int those 1w glaes eedod ta the
Gunvral Gowernmint the ten HE e,
constinuting the Dutrigt of Columbla, la
mnfing the eresing they suppised that it
was 1o be applivd, and npolied lely, to
the purposes of 8 st of Govarnment, for
which it was a=k d. When it was madi
shavery exwtod o both thess common
widliha, and in Uhe godied territary, ms i
now eantinnas 1o exist in all of them =
Nusthee Mary'snd nor Vieginin could have
antieipated that, wlitlst the instition re.
mained within their respootive limite, ita
abolition would be atrempyod by Congross
without their  rongent,
I prubmaiy hava made an aneonditional
auasion, if they eould have snticipated such
a resull,

From the natura of the pravision in the
conslitutmn, and the avowed ubjset ol ihe
acquisition of the territory, twa doties
arise on the part of Corgreas, The fiset ia
to render the Distrgt available, comboria
ble. and convenient, ne a sent of GGovorn
ot of e whole g the other is, 10
govern the puople wilhin (he dintriot oo ae
best 1o promare 1 heir happiness and pronper.
ity Thesa objeota are totally distinet in
thair nature, nnd, i isterprating and exer
ciing the grant of the power of rxein-ive
legrisial ban, that distivetion shoald bo con
stantly bame i minl.  Ta n neerssary, in
arder tn eadar this plaee & comtrinbin
senl of the Ganeral Gavarpmant, to shalish
slavary wihi it lumits?  Noo oneean or
will sdwanzasuch a proposiin, The gav
ernment bhas rempined here pesre furry LU L]

the presince of domeatic slavery.

ol ihe Distrigt that sluvery ghon!d be abol
tsbiedd fron smanget them ?

wldest and o minigared  Torm.

tedd States bur 6 019 <lives.  T'ha pumber
Hins pot probably mach neeenaed  gines —
ooy are o weil over the den males
sqinTe, wipay
tusbatidey se dn memial offices of doamestic
Wi TF i were neeeasaty toothe o feweney
of this place ae o peat of the Geasral (Gove
eepment to aholish slaveey, whioeh i urtors
Iy denied, the abalition s

ton thy necessiy which pre

aolf,
eetnnd i the Gove i
Natew, haen oo mors 1o do o withi the whabi
v of tho Dhstept, than they have il
P adjaeont eonntrieg of Maryinnd wne
Viraina shieh lin b vonil e 1) o

T atvlish slaviey within the D)<t rigt o'
Colambin, winkst af  remains in Vieginis
) Maryland, sitintod, nd that Distriet i«
witlhin the wery honrt of Hiose Siates would
expiosa hem Lo gresl practical aneonven.
lengs and aunoyance,

fumiyve slaves lrom the twa States, and n
plage from which a spinit of disgontent, n
sobordination, il asnereehinn mig
fostpred snd sneanrazed i
Vi, RE WRS T ane Hime undee gonsil
erntion, Pennsylvanin had  geanredd
milea pquars Within ite limits for the puss
pose of no=eat ol the General Gavernment
conld Gongress, witliout o violation of good
nith,  hinge Antrudieed  wod

ahalishied it g0 long ngn ad the year 17002
Yel the icony mienas
the ease supposml would hinve been mogh
tpen than 1hat to Vieginia aod Maryland
Lhe cosed we are nrguing.

il faoth, resilting feam the transaetion
af the cession. 1o abolish «lnvaey within the
Iisteigt of Colvmbia,  Aud wonld ot w
b ? By wnoliod laith s mennt hat whon

il e poses Known o the parties. Lhe geant
should nat be perverted taanother paspoge,
wnnvow sl nnd o sedared, and Wi EoUs 1o
the grantor. s grant, inthe ease we
arg conmdecing, of the teren ol Calum
bin, waa for a seat of Government. Wit
evir puwer i noesssaiy to aceomplizh that
wbjoct in earried along by the grapt.  Buat

exeeeding ten miles sgunrel e iy by |
cession of partienlar mntes, and the pee |
the suat of |

Nuwher of them |

{hion'dd of stself daeide the question.

|10 tine
Lt abe

without the shghiest mennvenience |'ruqn|l'|mlmr. Dy the eompros

necessnes o the well brang ol tha panple | admusion nf Missoun
| e yoar 1520, 1t was
They nat only | #toad that the line of
anithier arknoe dosiom, bint aes slinoet nuan | oorih bgibnde shoo'd
i onsly opposid 1o 0. ILexists here 1o the | betweosn the lrce States and the slave

T n | S:ares 0 by arvared
nopulation of 39 634 1here wores at the lag | e Uonad Stres gndod by 1 he treaty of
annmeration of the papalaton of the ey | Lomimann ; ‘

The Distrier wonld | of profibining what 14 deane
bogomn a place of refoge and eseape lar| o

|
vt | with suthariiy ta regulate eommeree witl
| foreign navions, and nmang the gever!

[ Sintes, and wirh the Indian teibes,

esnblished |
aluyery wilod the bowaom of that Common |Cu||-h|u|-|n;|, lias hitherto remained oy
wenltly, inthe ceded turritory, after shie il fagant o respoel 1o tha
i Tl betwe
o Peowsylvano o) gramieds Dia all ol o

n geant s made for one avowed sl deelar |m-m nithority,

Cong potimn, of pxelusive powar of logila
Hoan aver the nuluﬂ, was made 10 enggre
Hhee exvreisn ol an exdlusive anthority ot
the Ganeeal Government to rondar 1 his

[piaea n enfs and securs sear of Govnrne
L menty and 1o promate e wall bewng of il

mhabiante of the Distriet.  The power
granted, nnght 10 ba intorpreted and pyor.
eistd walolv 1o the ond for whiel it was
granted  The langnagn of the grant was
necasgarily brond, esmprelonsivs and ox

elusiva, hocause all the exiganciva which
might ariss ta rondee this g secire eent of
e General Govetoment gonld not have
b foresann and provided for. Phe Inn

gign may posably be suffieionily eompre.
letkive to inelude & powor of pbolitim, bt
itowonid oot nt ol thenea follnw that the
powar eanld be vghifully exereised, The
easa may bo resmblod 1o that ol a plenipe.
tontinry invested with plannry power, hit
who, at the same time, b positive (et ene

tinnis from hie Gevernmenr ae to the kind o
treacy whieh bie w toopegotinte snd em

elwde.  IF he yinlatim those inatroaetions,
and eonclivdpra a dilleront tromiy, hie
eramant @ooot bonnd by . And of

| farergn Govarnmout 1« wware of the  viala

hiong it aare in bad fuitn. Or it mny b
lnsteated by an example deawn  from
nrivate fe. T am an endorssr for my
friend on o note diseninntad in bank,  Ho
applins 1o me to endarss  anather 1o renerw
it whieh I domn blank. Now, this giwea
liim power to make uny other usn of iny
note whieh he pleasea.  But, instead of
nopiymg it to the intonded prepose, b
geos th a broker and anlls it, theraby doub
Iing my respunsihity far him, he enmmits a
hreach of tenst, and & vinlarion of the good
fuith implied in the whole transactiaon,

But, Mr. Presidioni, if 1hia rongoning
wora as erronenna ae | beliava b 1o be
entroct nnld eonnlnsive, is the affyie of the
libnration of six thousand nogra slaves in
thie [hstrier, diseonneeted with the threo
milhoma af alavea i tha Unitsd Seates, of
sufficient  magnitude ta agitate, distraet,
and embitter this grent Cunfederncy 2

The next case in which the peiitinners
nek the excrcse of (e puwer of Congress,
relates o slavary 1o the Territory o
Floriln.

Pintida is the extrems sonthern portion
ol tho United Stares. Tt is bounded on all
= fnnd widea by wintes, and 18 several huns
devd miles from the nearvst frap Siate. |
atmost extenids witlin thie topics, and the
faeneest importont sland to it o0 the water
mis s Cuba, a slava wland.  This sunple
satemont  of jta  geographical prEtinn
Wiien
by the treaty of THI8 with Spam, it was
evtled tothe United Sinies, slavery pxiwted
1. Dby the terme of that trenty,
the wilsets and prooeety of the mhabisnis
nea svcured Ao thom, and thoy are allnwad
to teanove and dake thin away, 1 they
think proper to do go. wetham Dmitalinn as
11 it wern expedient, therefire
lish slavery inoar, ot eonld oot be
dine eonsintently with the teoary, without

granting to the aneirnt mhabitants & fen
wonabla time 1y remove Ve slaves  Bo

sr which took

It in|place on the passnga of the net for Lhe

inte tha Unin. i
agrovd and wnder
36 deg. 30 mine ol
mark the bonndary
in the terrpioties of
Those wl gonth of 0
bing elave Sates, and those narth of o
froe Saten. Bat Flanda s souh of that
line, andly conseq wntly, aeearding 1o the

dn the gquiet purenits af | o gpiri of the anderstand iz wheh pre

vatlvil ot the poriod ablpded 1o, shonll b
+ elaye Bin It may be troe thiat thy
eompramige doea oot in terms eimbiaoe
Fronda, aed that it s not sheulutey hiv

whl be confined | e and obligatory: but ail eamlbd anil
At i, that s | impariisl men moasr agree that 0 ought no | fime S
to the Hiite of the ey ot Waghiagoon [0 be digeegardad withant the most weighty |

Boyond  thase funits, possinse e | il
it of the Uaited |

conspleratinns, and that wthing eonld be
more tbea dopregated Than 1o ooen ancdw
e bleeding woniids whigh were higop!
beod ap and bealed by Hhar edimpeo
Moruda e the only remamng Peratary
b mdmttod wmta the Union wirh thie
st ol of domeatie slavery, wiile
Wiseansin nud Town ara now nearly ripe
lor milimieston wal gt i1,

P next instangs in which the sxareiss
of thie pawer of Qungeess 1§ solicited i 1 i
natedd by the
ifners the slave tLrad Betwiaon iy
atng, nr, 8a it ow desoribad i wboalitim
g, e teaffiz in human betgs bies
TN LT - LT Thia nxerci=g al 1he
wer af Congroes i« elapned vod ¢ that
e ol e Danshiintin wilieh invests 1

The
pawar tn regalate eommerge wmong b
sovoral Siates, ko other powers in 1lie

nterior teade by
IT Wos n pawes
pawers ol th
feUrE pieane mhil
IRemiong among the Rintes,  Hitharto.
Wgs nat by nenesERry Lo pxarcise 1, Al

nihe Siatns,
ot

Gneral Goaversimont, 1

It was upon s vigw of the subjeet thac| the eases in wieh, during (he progross ol
the Senate 10 16 [nst sessinn, wolemily de |tme, it may beeom expediont 1o exert 1 he
elared that i wonld be s vialation of - | general autho
| ween the 8

v In regolnio esmmeres
mted, eannot be eonceive |
iy enstly imagime however, contin
od wiieh, it they wern 1o happen
gl requiee the inrerpasition of 1
IF, far exainple, th
of Oits ware, by law. to prolithi aoy ves
wel entoring the port ol Ciogionati, from
e part ol Lowisville, in KKantueky, of thae
ehset ba ot nlintdy provided for by the
Inwe wiigh rogulate onr eonsting trade, 0
wutld be competent to the General Gov.
erament o ngionl the prolith
feom Biare nathority, O if the 8

W

the abolition of slavery 1w not necessary to| Kentucky were to prohibin the it roduction
tha anjoyment of thiv mie aea weat of thel within its hmite, of any articles ol trade,
General Government, The grant in the'the production of the ibdusiry of the inhab.

ianta of thy 8tate of Do, (e
Government might, by i tnthority, »
woilo the 8nte eonciment. Bot |
that the General Goverament line
authotity, whatever, from the l:nnonlulmn,
i mhetlish what wenlled the slave 1rade,
ar, in other words, to prohibit {he remaval
of slavea from one slave State 10 anol hee
wlove Sare,

P'he grant in tha Constitotion s of &
pawer of regulation, and not prohibinen,
It i ennaervative, not destruetive,  Regu.
Inthon ex vf termini implies the eantinged
nxistenes or prosecatinn of the thing regus
lnred.  Pratibytnn rmpliee toinl diseontin.
unnen or apnihilathon,  Tla  pe;
intended was dosigned ta faeiltare snd no-
anmmodatannt te obstroet sl inenmmode,
the enmmaree to he regutated.  Can 1t be
pretanded that, undee (e pawer 1o be
teg il Can it be pretended that,
wnder this power 1o regu'ste enmmerce
wmong the atates, Gongreas bhgs the piwap
T prodi b thie tennsporiation of live stogk
whieh, m enaptlsss num . mea duily
pa=sing from the western and  interor
tatee in the satheen, sonthwestern and
Arlantig =tates?  I'ie moment the ingon.
tewtilile faet 1o nidmeted, that negren slives
fra pripeity, the law ol inoveabls propeity
tremestihly  attaehes teell g9 them, and
segures tha pight of eareying them from
ans tn another state, where thoy mro recngs
nized ne proparty, without woy hindrange
whntover fram Congress.

But, Mr. Presidant, I will not detain the
Sennte longar on the enbjrcts of slavery
within the Disteiet and in Florudn, and of
the right ol Congress tprohibit the remov-
nl of wiawes From one date to anuther.—
These, as | have alresdy intimared, with
uitra=anolitioni=t# are but so many masked
battarioe, eungealing the resl and uitimate
ok of attack.  Thnt point of atlack i the
inst fation of domestic slavery as it exists
Gl Higae wlialiea, It i3 to liherats theese
illona of slnves hold 1 bondage wilhin
them. And now allow me, e, 80 glance
af tha insormonntable obstaclea which lis
i the way of the aceamnplishiment of this
atd, and ol anme af he chngegasners which
won bl ensme 0 il were possihin Lo allain s

The first vnpadinent is Lin oltor and
nbalite want af ail power on e pact of
tha Genersl Government, In effet the
vurpose, The Const tabion of e Unided
alen creabtes & haoted  goverament,
T IRETINY: S cnmnnrn!.v--ly faw puwers, and
leaving fne residinry mass of politesl
power 10 e posswsannn afl e sevaral
sintra, It ie woll Kunwn (il the eubj clol
slavery infnrposnd nne of the gronlost diff.
enlfiew in ble formaton of the eonsilulion.
It was hnpmly compromiged and adjnsied
moow epicit ol harmony  and pattiotism,
According Lo dial gamornmise, nil puwer

whaloyer was  geanled e bhin Genweal
Govirnment i resprel Ly domesbie slyvery,
but that wioeh  relatesd b Gaxalivn and

representioion. sl e power £y restare
fogive slaves Lo therr lawtal owners. ATl
wdter puwer in eogaed b the jnel tubwn of
slavery wae refaned excloswely by fhe
Stitew, Lo be exericised by tham sevarally,
aecarling £ timr respective vicws nf theie
wwn pasaline tiderssts,  Phe Const Lybion
af the Teited States never gonlil have boon
fiemel upon the prneiple of vest ng the
GGonaral  Government with autannly fo
aholish Lae insdibibion af ks ploasnre. 18
neverean be eanfinped fur s single day o
e exercige ol such a power be assuned or
wse g
Bt e maw b ranieaidsd by dhess alieneatuilitione
beta that thmie phijrer sonil 100 aiimutate e wring
ol i Gearal Goveriment, bl 1o uparciis s
pohe Simies thepaataes o which b aosriong
dhivprestie shivmiy exlog, I il be i ol
Dl e e alealinion sotieries anil  mosedionte
all eonfined to thia foee Siaes T Whe arm ihe alaie
i waiionly wod cloelly wabed 1 Wiy e
il nin greesspa i wich pubilicatnns tea ling
[ ERiE TSI Y ] R by win e gt of the
inlialin of e frew Seaies agons) e of (e
whaoww Suatee T Wiy oo Uisgress pidiband 1 The
Toawe i wee piawe o cighe i laieeleom
S es voolided oo 1le
wnul Ahodn Nudles, g iy
O WY e e g
Wl winthd e (Woughyy of
webeimtben i D Wainaing, ihe jes
sniprnnis pdl an oy pttilsanon ol e
o betiggiri o gluigt olim Ring) iy
wini] vvmieg ar b ol w oal wny of
e gt bone (L B IR Y T

ki v i v b e sbave
eaelmige sl
| kel fiwss 1 i
winy Fermign Py

tlam oo

el o pur g wurranied i good g
O wiliie w (N | Tt ol b Farer
wiind b the slave Siates, e jseinm uf vl

wfl N s,
L T T TR T
(R
Hiales?

e dbepmmion ol iesione »
e b degunchanlins agein &
lae the exelonns o el of e 0.
Fa aliede guirposs o appeal taoone b
whinibaigey and o aeite one oyl Aud e
ey #x st 10 o el than purpen by Bt
o i i the e il eom e, wond et
il preaple of the free Sovms sl s wh
wirkdt Fhe sbavery whiel sxista mining
oure wilaiey o Ahoiee s wid (iey lave o s i
W At gl ey ase woly o an it
exiatn ihiatglone e warkd, Wiy e bave i joe
Wy m the e Uit bation s aie eamiey i
L L T TP T P = s guidiney ol Pioy=
ulr'llc‘.-‘ i Dadn e iy o o
Pl it olast ol i Ui wing ol abinlichon Seis
it bl Al el of (e g geeace iy the slave Staes of

T

Al i il ataves,  They gen (heee, dis od
thiesbghne et | LTl Vol e iy .
Haskin Py weve lranghe o BTy O

By b il waibo iy panmal L svs e g
we weie ol bl dligie o iat bom
wmd o spie of wlt e commseancms
I i gpivstion were gin ]
wi, thigen Teing oo slaves wilin 1w
bl pleramy o duran e

wliaday
Wike
A T,
it i, whetdy

v " v i
e sopieiy, Al wunt) be n s dife
Trennn peewinn, Fow it v, ol il cliasos of e
Wb Spnres woutd e Gmd 1o Tovor theor dgiroe
dirtian woaan oo wonkil appose, ppan ke
wabpran oty P welmsatan Wil e disermiged

ancl ot an b repgnanoe il T
shontde  Buobahat s mu the giestion.  Vhe slaves
ave hore § oo peantied achisie bie ae pey
wegearinian fram as boe yen b devised or progossd s
Al b e iy by whont be Liest G e deaie wo b
s, o hman
LR ST abees wnd (e arimal
of thinge, 10 do what we woldd o do i (i
ol tage i wor et o sl are hioe, w
ihong mml, Dvepeat,
wh ! Whin e bes
il ot own 1 e
ivet by that the whin
AT el v e btack, or 1he blick govern
e sehiire, Do sovernd of thaen Siates, the number
of e slaves in greater than thai of the whiie pops
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